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Numerous other attorneys appeared in Court and noted their appearances on a sign-in sheet but 

offered no argument. 

The Court has considered the Motion, all responsive memoranda filed in the Special 

Proceeding related to the Motion, the oral arguments presented, and all other relevant filings in 

this Special Proceeding. The Court shall enter a separate order denying the motion as presented. 

The Court ORDERS as follows: 

l. The Court finds and concludes that the presentation of questions of law to the

Supreme Court of Hawai'i is of urgent public importance and necessity. Because so many have 

been impacted by the Maui Fires of August 2023, this Court invokes the authority provided for 

in HRAP Rule 15 (a) and grants its own motion for reserving questions to the Hawai'i Supreme 

Court. The Court uses this procedure to: l )  allow the Supreme Court of the State of Hawai 'i to 

address three questions of law; and, 2) assist this court in facilitating a course of action that shall 

result from the answers to each question ensuring that the rights AND duties of all interested 

persons and parties are in compliance and compatible with the laws of the State of Hawai'i even 

if they differ and contrast with the laws and public policies of mainland jurisdictions. 

2. Rule 15(a) of the Hawai'i Rules of Appellate Procedure provides: "A circuit court

... may reserve for the consideration of the Supreme Court a question of law arising in any 

proceeding before it." The Supreme Court of the Territory ofHawai'i has ruled that questions 

may be reserved to the Supreme Court for consideration after the trial court has ruled on the 

question at issue. See Honolulu Plantation Co. v. H Tsunoda, 27 Haw. 835, 836-37 (Terr. Haw. 

1924) ("[T]he mere fact of [the trial judge's] having already expressed his view upon the point or 

of having already made a ruling will not of itself, in the absence of other controlling 

circumstances, render impossible or improper the reservation of the questions.") This Court 
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